Words to Know: Your Education After High School
(Basic / Beginning)
Teacher: Edit this handout to include only the 6-8 words you need or want to emphasize with your learners.
Word

Example Sentence

ĂĚǀĞƌƟƐĞ

^ŽŵĞƐĐŚŽŽůƐĂĚǀĞƌƟƐĞƚŚĞŝƌƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ
and degrees.

ĂīŽƌĚ

zŽƵĚĞĐŝĚĞƚŽĂƉƉůǇƚŽƐĐŚŽŽůƐǇŽƵĐĂŶĂīŽƌĚ͘

APR (annual
percentage rate)

APR tells you the interest rate for a whole year.

associate’s
degree

Associate’s degrees take two years to complete
ǁŝƚŚĨƵůůͲƟŵĞƐƚƵĚǇ͘

bachelor’s degree

Bachelor’s degrees take about four years
ƚŽĮŶŝƐŚǁŝƚŚĨƵůůͲƟŵĞƐƚƵĚǇ͘

campus

Some students choose to live on campus.

ĐĞƌƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ

ĞƌƟĮĐĂƟŽŶƐŚŽǁƐƚŚĂƚǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŚĞƐŬŝůů
or training to do a job.

college

ŽůůĞŐĞƐŽīĞƌĂƚůĞĂƐƚƚǁŽƚǇƉĞƐŽĨĚĞŐƌĞĞƐ
in many majors.

community
college

ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĐŽůůĞŐĞƐŽŌĞŶĐŽƐƚůĞƐƐƚŚĂŶ
other colleges.

ĐŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƟŽŶ

ŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƟŽŶŵĂǇůĞƚǇŽƵĐŽŵďŝŶĞůŽĂŶ
payments into one loan to lower your payments.

co-sign

If you do not have credit, someone may need to
co-sign a loan.

credit

Each college course earns a number of credits
each semester.

deferment

If your income goes down, you may qualify for
a loan deferment.

enroll

dŽĂƩĞŶĚĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ǇŽƵŚĂǀĞƚŽĞŶƌŽůů͘

ĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂŝĚ

dŚĞŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚĂŶĚƐĐŚŽŽůƐŽīĞƌĮŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂŝĚ
ƚŽŚĞůƉƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐƉĂǇĨŽƌƚŚĞŝƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘

forbearance

Forbearance lets you stop paying a loan for a
ƐŚŽƌƚƟŵĞŝĨǇŽƵĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĂŶĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ͘

forgiveness

^ŽŵĞĐĂƌĞĞƌƐďĞŶĞĮƚĨƌŽŵůŽĂŶĨŽƌŐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͘
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Word

Example Sentence

ĨŽƌͲƉƌŽĮƚ

&ŽƌͲƉƌŽĮƚƐĐŚŽŽůƐǁĂŶƚƚŽŵĂŬĞŵŽŶĞǇ͘

grant

WƌŝǀĂƚĞŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐŽīĞƌŐƌĂŶƚƐ
to qualifying students.

ŚŝŐŚĞƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ

^ŽŵĞƉĂƌĞŶƚƐǁĂŶƚŚŝŐŚĞƌĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĨŽƌ
their children.

interest

Interest is usually lower on government loans
than private loans.

license

>ŝĐĞŶƐĞƐĐĂŶďĞŐŝǀĞŶďǇƚŚĞůŽĐĂůŽƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů
government.

loan servicer

A loan servicer collects your student loan
payments.

major

A major is a subject you study closely in school.

ŶŽŶͲƉƌŽĮƚ

EŽŶͲƉƌŽĮƚƐĐŚŽŽůƐǁĂŶƚƚŽŚĞůƉƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐůĞĂƌŶ͘

private

WƌŝǀĂƚĞƐĐŚŽŽůƐĐĂŶĐŽƐƚŵŽƌĞŵŽŶĞǇƚŽĂƩĞŶĚ͘

public

Public schools can be very large.

scholarship

Scholarships do not have to be paid back.

seal

A government seal can make a school seem
ŽĸĐŝĂůǁŚĞŶŝƚŝƐŶŽƚ͘

transfer

dŚĞƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶŽĸĐĞĐĂŶŐŝǀĞǇŽƵŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐ
on how to transfer.

ƚƵŝƟŽŶ

dƵŝƟŽŶƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐĂƌĞŽŌĞŶƚŚĞŵŽƐƚĞǆƉĞŶƐŝǀĞ
part of going to school.

university

hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐŽīĞƌŵĂŶǇĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚĚĞŐƌĞĞƐ
and majors.

variable interest
rate

Variable interest rates can change.

work-study

tŽƌŬͲƐƚƵĚǇŝƐĂƉĂƌƚͲƟŵĞũŽďƚŚĂƚŚĞůƉƐǇŽƵ
earn money to pay for school.
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